Borough Council of King’s and West Norfolk Local
Plan Review (2016 — 2036):

Further Consideration of the Settlement
Hierarchy
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Introduction

Consideration of the Settlement Hierarchy was previously brought before the Local Plan Task Group.
The paper presented at that time focused upon explaining the theory behind a settlement hierarchy,
how our current settlement hierarchy was established, what it was, the need to review it as part of

the Local Plan review, and finally a suggested method for the review.

This paper is intended to be a follow up to that earlier paper, as we are now in a position to present

the results from the study.

It was agreed that we would go out to consultation to gather data on the services and facilities
present today in each of the settlements listed within the settlement hierarchy. This was conducted
initially on Parish Councils (and Parish Meetings) intelligence. Three months later, and following
serval reminders, we had approximately a 50% response rate, whether this is a decent response rate
is debatable but, we still required information for the outstanding 50% for review purposes. In order
to gain 100% coverage the information was requested, as agreed at the previous Task Group
meeting, from Task Group members, officers who lived / worked in the settlement, GIS, online

information, and previous data.
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Results

The results from the study can be viewed at Appendix 1 of this paper.

Sub-Regional Centre

The results of the study suggest that King’s Lynn (Inc. West Lynn) should remain as the sub-regional

centre or indeed any further settlements should be added to this category.

Main Towns

The study does not suggest that either Downham Market or Hunstanton should be removed from

this category, or that any other settlement within the Borough should be promoted to this rank.

Settlements Adjacent to King’s Lynn and the Main Towns

Currently this category comprises four places North Wootton, South Wootton, West Winch and
Wisbech fringe (Inc. Walsoken). The Core Strategy states that these are larger villages providing local
facilities but, because of their proximity to King’s Lynn, the Main Towns and particularly areas with
potential for urban expansions their importance is distinct from KRSC’s. Note that the SADMP makes
the alteration to remove Emneth from this category and class it as a KRSC due to the direction of
growth taken by the Wisbech Fringe allocation. It is difficult therefore to see how the results from
this study could alter the status of these settlements or make any additions, as the classification is
based mainly upon the capacity of the settlement to contribute to large strategic allocated growth. It
is therefore proposed that this category remains unchanged, unless a different growth option than

that previously agreed is taken forward.
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Growth Key Rural Service Centres

Based upon the growth option chosen by the Task Group, it is proposed to create a new tier. This
tier would contain Watlington and Marham. Watlington has been chosen for growth as it lies upon
the Main Line Railway (King’s Lynn, Watlington, Downham Market — Ely — Cambridge — London) and
is a sustainable settlement boasting a primary school, local convenience shop, public house, social
club, church, village hall, GP and Pharmacy, and bus links. Marham has been identified for growth
due to its already sustainable nature, and that it plays host to one of the areas key employers in RAF

Marham both in terms of primary and secondary employment.

Key Rural Service Centres

During the formulation of the Settlement Hierarchy the criteria to gain such a classification was the
presence of a school, preferably a GP (but not essential), a convenience store, and a public transport
system. A high score overall was also required. Looking at the results of the latest study, whilst there
is a range in the overall numbers scored with Burnham Market scoring the highest (55) and Great

Massingham and East Rudham both soring the least (10), overall the settlements performed well.

Discussion

Overleaf are the results of the settlements currently classed as KRSC's with the desired attributes
and population displayed. Based on the results those highlighted in Blue are proposed to be Growth
KRSC’s, those in green are proposed to remain as KRSC’s. Those highlighted in red are done so for

further discussion as they scored comparatively low and lack a GP.
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Terrington St. John with St. Johns
Highway / Tilney St. Lawrence v v | v v 58 2,467
Burnham Market v v v v 55 877
Upwell / Outwell v v | v v 50 4,833
Feltwell with Hockwold cum
Wilton v v v v 49 4,020
Dersingham v v v v 44 4,640
Snettisham v v v v 40 2,570
Terrington St. Clement v v v v v 37 4,125
Heacham v v v v 32 4,750
West Walton / Walton Highway v v v v v 32 1,731
Methwold with Northwold v v v v 26 2,587
Brancaster with Brancaster
Staithe / Burnham Deepdale v v v v 26 797
Grimston /Pott Row with Gayton v v v v 25 3,412
Marham v v v v 23 3,531
Emneth v v v 22 2,617
Watlington v v v v 18 2,455
Clenchwarton v v v 17 2,171
Stoke Ferry v v v 16 1,020
Docking v v v v 13 1,200
Great Massingham v v v v 10 902
Castle Acre v v v 10 848
East Rudham v v v 10 541
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Rural Villages

Originally to be classed as a Rural Village, the settlement would have fewer facilities present is
comparison to those in the KRSC’s, with little or no convenience shopping, a public transport service,
and will likely feed into a larger village.

Discussion

Overleaf are the results of the settlements currently classed as RV’s with the desired attributes and
population displayed. Based on the results those highlighted in green are proposed to remain as
RV’s. Those highlighted in purple are done so for discussion as they could potentially be promoted to
a KRSC based upon the study results. Those highlighted in red are done so for further discussion as

they scored comparatively low and lack one or more of the desired facilities.
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Walpole St. Peter / Walpole
St. Andrew / Walpole Marsh v v v 23 1,804
Marshland St. James / St.
John's Fen End with Tilney
Fen End v v v 20 1,336
Welney v 16 542
Middleton v v v 15 1,450
Fincham v v 14 496
Walpole Cross Keys v v 14 518
Southery v v v 14 1,324
Three Holes v 12 390
Thornham v 12 496
Shouldham v v 12 605
Denver v v v 12 890
Wiggenhall St. Germans v v v 12 1,373
Castle Rising v 11 216
Runcton Holme v v 11 657
East Winch v 11 779
Harpley v v 10 338
Sedgeford v v 10 613
Old Hunstanton v v 10 628
Walpole Highway v v v 10 701
Ingoldisthorpe v v 10 849
Wimbotsham v v v 9 664
Hilgay v v v 9 1,341
West Newton v 8 228
Tilney All Saints v v 7 573
Wiggenhall St. Mary
Magdalen v v 7 729
Wereham v 7 859
Wormegay v v 6 359
Syderstone v 6 445
Great Bircham / Bircham
Tofts v 6 448
Ashwicken v v 6 592
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Smaller Villages And Hamlets

Originally these settlements were villages with little or no services.

Discussion

Below is a selection of the results of the settlements currently classed as SVAH’s with desired

attributes and population displayed. Based on the results those highlighted in purple are done so for

discussion as they could potentially be promoted to a SVAH based upon the study results.
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Stow Bridge v 24 588
Pentney v 17 544
Crimplesham v 14 298
Tottenhill v 14 219
Setchey v 13 136
North Runcton 12 549
Stow Bardolph v 10 66
Leziate v 9 592
Roydon v 9 357
Barroway Drove v 8 442
Congham v 7 241
Boughton v 4 227
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Current Joint Settlements

The table below is presented for discussion; it shows the current joint settlement and based upon the results of the study what each individual settlement

would be classed as if the linkage was removed.

Current Status
Joint Settlement Status S1 1 S2 Status 2 S3 Status 3
Brancaster with Brancaster RV /
Staithe / Burnham Deepdale KRSC Brancaster KRSC Brancaster Staithe SVAH Burnham Deepdale | RV
Feltwell with Hockwold cum Hockwold cum
Wilton KRSC Feltwell KRSC Wilton RV
Great Bircham / Bircham Tofts RV Great Bircham RV Bircham Tofts SVAH
Grimston /Pott Row with Gayton | KRSC Gayton KRSC Grimston RV Pott Row RV
Marshland St. James / St. John's Marshland St.
Fen End with Tilney Fen End RV James RV St. John's Fen End SVAH Tilney Fen End SVAH
Methwold with Northwold KRSC Methwold KRSC Northwold RV
Terrington St. John with St.
Johns Highway / Tilney St.
Lawrence KRSC Terrington St. John | KRSC St. Johns Highway SVAH Tilney St. Lawrence | KRSC
Upwell / Outwell KRSC Upwell KRSC Outwell KRSC
Walpole St. Peter / Walpole St.
Andrew / Walpole Marsh RV Walpole St. Peter RV Walpole St. Andrew RV Walpole Marsh SVAH
West Walton / Walton Highway | KRSC West Walton KRSC Walton Highway SVAH
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New Joint Settlements?

Below is presented for discussion and details three potential new links. The top two would be KRSC's and the latter one it could be either a KRSC or RV, this

is based upon the results of the study.

Inter connected, continuation of linear settlements and Development Boundary,

Outwell, Upwell and Three Holes linkage would be logical and similar to other joint settlements
Stoke Ferry, Boughton, Wretton, Whittington Shared Doctors and close location
Bircham Tofts, Great Bircham, Bircham Newton Similar situation to Marham regarding large employer
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Appendix 1 — Study Results Table
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